Groups that more often picked their first answer as the better one did not change more after it

Experiment I, 1946: twelve groups of audiences (three places by four orders of answers). For each group, how many
preferred the answer they heard first, and how far their answers on the citizenship question shifted right after it.

Correlation across the twelve groups: r = -0.12 (p = 0.74). Comparing only groups that heard the same first answer: r = -0.07 (p = 0.89).
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Bars: 95% intervals for attitude change. Correlations are weighted by group size; p from shuffling the groups. Most people chose whichever answer came second,

Share of the group who preferred the answer they heard first (%)

so every group's first-answer share is low; the question is whether groups differ together on the two measures.

first answer: calm American values

first answer: calm individual differences
first answer: indignant American values

first answer: indignant individual differences
Times Sq., non-Jewish answerer

Times Sq., Jewish answerer

Newark, Jewish answerer

Re-analysis: Ron Levi and Sol Goldberg, University of Toronto (2026). Sources: Selltiz, Citron, Harding, Rosahn & Wormser (1950), Table 8; Citron, Chein & Harding (1950), Tables 9 and 11; Citron (1952), Tables 16, 18, 20.



